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Waiting List and Admissions Policy

Youth Membership of 1% Saffron Walden Scout Group is at the discretion of the Group Scout Leader
(Lead Volunteer) (as outlined in The Scout Association’s Policy, Organisation and Rules (POR))

The day to day management of the waiting list, admissions and movement between sections has
been delegated to the Assistant Group Scout Leader.

At 1° Saffron Walden we will:

e Admit young people whose ages match those prescribed in POR subject to limits on size,
determined by consultation between the GSL and Section Leaders
o Maximum numbers will be affected by factors such as the size of the Hall, number of
section leaders and the needs of the young people.
= Typical maximum numbers are 36 for Scouts, 24 for Cubs and 20 for Beavers
e Record interest for places over and above these numbers and, endeavour to allocate places
based on

1. If a parentis or becomes a uniformed Leader with key roles within one of the Sections in
the Group. At the discretion of the Group Scout Leader, this may be applied in the case of
a parent who commits to being a permanent helper. Our priority is to provide
enthusiastic adult leadership in each section enabling us to run a balanced and exciting
programme for our young people.

2. Anyone else on the waiting list. Waiting list applicants will be offered a place, taking into
account their time on the waiting list and the impact on the other sections.*

NB: Young people who move into the area who are already in the Scouting movement will be
offered places wherever possible, regardless of the waiting list.

Minimum age

e Children are eligible to join Beavers when they are 6 years old.
e Children are eligible to join Cubs when they are 8 years old.
e Children are eligible to join Scouts when they are 10% years old.

There is flexibility to allow children to join 3-6 months before the minimum age but this will normally
only happen for the children of an adult who agrees to take due a Uniform Leader Role. There is also
flexibility for children to stay in a section longer than the minimum, which may be necessary
depending on available places in the next section.

Membership is subject to payment of the termly membership fee.

! The 1 Saffron Walden Scout Group is an extremely popular and successful group, and it is normal
for each of the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts sections within the group to run at full capacity. As a result,
entry numbers to all sections have to be managed to ensure an even spread of age groups within
each section, and to avoid creating surges in pack or troop numbers at a later date.
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Membership is subject to complying with the 1% Saffron Walden Uniform Policy.

Membership is fully open to all young people and we do not discriminate on the basis of gender,
sexual orientation, religion or disability. However, from time-to-time, priority may be given to girls
over boys, or vice versa, if there is a significant imbalance within the group. This is to help ensure
that all children have a positive scouting experience by not being significantly outnumbered.

If in the opinion of the Group Scout Leader (GSL) a young person reaches an age where there is
insufficient time to gain much benefit from being in a section (typically 2 terms for Beavers, 3 terms
for Cubs) they will not be offered a place in that Section but will remain on the list for the next
Section.

Places will generally be offered at the start of a term but from time to time a place may come up
mid-term if someone leaves. Anyone who is offered a place but is not able to take it up, will generally
be removed from the waiting list. They can be re-added but this will move them down the priority
list. All decisions regarding admissions will be made in conjunction with the GSL, whose decision will
be final.



